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The article analyzes the changes that took place in public consciousness
during the political and economic transition in the states of Central-Eastern
Europe as a result of the fall of totalitarian communist regimes and the forma-
tion of a democratic system. Special attention is paid to the transformation
of political values (welfare, freedom, equality, security). The loss of economic
and ideological legitimacy of the communist regimes, their collapse lead to
the widespread dissemination of a new system of values in society, but at the
same time to social anomie, when new individual values contradicts with the
old ones.

It was found that the concept of well-being began to be perceived to a great-
er extent through the prism of the market economy, private initiative, inte-
gration into the EU, at the same time significant paternalistic attitudes were
preserved, which affected the privatization processes in particular. Ideas of
economic equality remained popular, although to a greater extent in the form
of state redistribution of profits, but income differentiation was increasingly
perceived as a necessary stimulus for successful economic development. In
security matters, the idea of integration into NATO and the EU, under the con-
dition of maximum preservation of national sovereignty, became dominant.
The idea of stability gave way to the value of development, sometimes even
revolutionary. The value of order began to be interpreted through the prism of
democratic views, including free elections and a multi-party system, although
differences in the political culture of different states caused different results
of the implementation of democratic principles: they were more successful
in the states of Central Europe, less successful in the Balkan states. The vast
majority of the population of the states of Central and Eastern Europe were
rapidly moving away from the Marxist interpretation of the value of freedom,
now understanding it as limiting state intervention in the personal and public
life of the individual.

The intensity of value transformations in different countries of the region is
compared: the greatest changes for that period were experienced in Central
Europe (Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia), while in South-
eastern Europe (Serbia, Bulgaria, Albania, Romania) society turned out to be
more polarized by value beliefs. Thanks to such cardinal changes in public
attitudes, the countries of Central Europe went through the predominantly
peaceful path of political and economic transformations of the 1990s. Where-
as in South-Eastern Europe, where a value consensus in society had not been
formed, the transformations were accompanied by instability and frequent
upheavals.

Social stratification also affected the differences in value orientations: po-
litical elites, intelligentsia, businessmen were more prone to transformation
of views, while workers, peasants, pensioners often maintained loyalty to the
official values of the communist era or changed them partially and very slowly.
In conditions of general growth of social anomie, value changes were unstable
and could quickly roll back under unfavorable circumstances.
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PAAUKANbHI TPAHC®OPMALIL NOAITUYHUX LIHHOCTEN V
JEPXXABAX LLEHTPAJIbHO-CXIHOT EBPONM B MPOLLECI NOAITUYHOIO
M EKOHOMIYHOIO TPAH3UTY YV KIHUI 1980-x — HA MOYATKY 1990-x pp.

b. M. lpyweubKuit

HayionansHuli yHisepcumem 6Giopecypcis i npupoOoKopuUCMYBaHHS YKpaiHu

KniouoBi cnoBa: LentpanbHo-CxigHa
€Bpona, NOMiTUYHI LiHHOCTI, NOMITUYHI
€KOHOMiuHi TpaHcdopmalii, [obpobyrT,
HauioHanbHa 6e3neka, eKOHOMiyHi pe-
bopmu.

Y cTatTi aHanisyTbCA 3MiHK, WO BifOynuca y cycninbHii cigomocTi nig yac
NONiTUYHOrO 1 €KOHOMiYHOro TpaH3uTy B Aepxasax LieHtpanbHo-CxigHoi
€Bponu BHACNIAOK NafiHHA TOTaNITAPHUX KOMYHICTUYHNX PEXUMIB i hopMy-
BaHHsA AeMokpaTtuyHoro nagy. Oco6nuBa yBara npuainfeTbcs TpaHchopmaLii
NoNiTUYHMX LiHHOCTel (Bo6pobyT, cBo6oaa, piBHicTb, Ge3neka). BuseneHo,
o NoHATTA fo6pobyTy noyano 6inblWwoto Mipolo cnpuitMaTUcs Kpisb NpusmMy
PUHKOBOT eKOHOMiKMW, NpuBaTHOI iHiuiaTuBy, iHTerpauii go €C, pasom i3 Tmm
36epiranucsa i 3HayHi naTepHanicTcbki HAaCTPOi, AKi NO3HAYMAMCA 30KpeMa Ha
npolecax npuearu3auii. 3anuwanucs nonynApHUMM iaei ekoHOMivyHoOT piBHO-
cTi, X04a Bxe 6inbwoto Mipoto y hopMi AepaBHOro Nepepo3noginy npubyT-
KiB. Y 6e3neKoBMX NUTAHHAX AOMiHylOYOl0 cTana iges iHTerpauii po HATO i
€C 32 yMOBM MaKcMManbHOro 36epexeHHs HalioHanbHoOro cyBepeHitety. Ines
cTabinbHOCTi nocTynanacs WiHHOCTI pO3BMUTKY, iHOAT HaBiTb peBONOLINHOTO.
LliHHicTb NOpAAKY noyana TPaKTyBaTUCA Kpi3b MpM3My AEMOKPATUYHUX MO-
rAAiB, X04a BIAMIHHOCTI Y NONITUYHIN KyNbTypi pi3HMX AepxaB BUKIUKaNM
pi3Hi pesynbTaTh iMnnemeHTaLii JeMOKpaTUYHUX NpUHLMNiB: Ginblw yeniw-
HUMU BOHM bynu B fepxaBax LleHTpanbHoi €Bponu, MeHwWw ycniwHumm y ban-
KaHCbKUX fiepxaBax.

MopiBHAHO iHTEHCUBHICTb TpaHCOpPMaLil LiHHOCTeR y pi3HuX KpaiHax pe-
rioHy: HanbinbWNxX 3MiH Ha Toil nepiod BoHM 3a3Hanu y LleHTpanbHiit €Bponi
(Yexis, MonbLua, YropwuHa, CnoBayunHa, CnoseHis), Toai sk y MNisaeHHo-Cxig-
Hiit €Bponi (Cep6is, bonrapis, An6aHis, PymyHis) cycninbcTBO BUsABUNOCS
Oinbl NonApu3oBaHUM 3a LiHHICHUMKM NepekoHaHHsAMU. ColianbHa cTpaTu-
thikaLis TakoX BNAMBaNa Ha BiAMIHHOCTI y LiHHICHUX OpiEHTMPaX: NONITUYHI
eniTu, iHTenirexuis, 6isHecMeHn Bynu Ginbl cxunbHi Lo TpaHcdhopMmaLii no-
magie, Toai sK pobITHUKY, CensHW, NeHCioHepu yacTo 36epiranu BigaaHicTb
0(iLiiHNM LIHHOCTAM KOMYHiCTUYHOT B06M 260 K 3MiHIOBAM TX YACTKOBO Ta
AyXe NoBinbHO. B ymoBax 3aranbHOro 3pocTaHHsA cycninbHoi aHoMii LiHHiCHi
3MiHW BYNU HeCTIKMMM Ta 338 HECNPUATAUBUX OOCTaBMH MOMU WBUAKO Bif-
KOTUTUCA Ha3ajA.

The turn of the 1980s-1990s marked the cardi-

tem is political culture, which reflects its ideologi-

nal changes of the world political system, the most
extensive since the Second World War. During this
period, the socialist system ceased to exist, which
meant the end of the Cold War for the sphere of in-
ternational relations, the creation of more than 20
new independent states for state building, and the
collapse of totalitarian regimes in most of the states
of the socialist system for the political sphere.

The collapse of the socialist system had a partic-
ularly strong impact on the historical development
of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe,
changing their economic and political systems and
the foreign policy. It had a significant impact on
the outlook of various groups of society.

One of the main components of the political sys-
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cal and worldview side. It has a significant impact
both on the development of society and the state,
and on the establishment and evolution of theirin-
stitutions: “Each nation has its own political norms
that influence how people think about and react to
politics. To understand the political tendenciesin a
nation, one place to begin is with public attitudes
toward politics and the citizen’s role in the political
system — what we call a nation’s political culture™.

Political culture includes society’s level of po-
litical knowledge, its evaluations of the political
system and its institutions, attitudes toward family,
neighbors, religion, and other values and feelings

! Comparative Politics Today: A World View / Ed. By G. B. Powell,
R. J. Dalton, K. W. Strom. - Harlow: Pearson, 2015. — P. 63.



that shape and influence people’s political out-
look?.

The object of research is political values as an
integral part of political culture. Political values are
considered as “conceptions of the desirable, used
in moral discourse, with a political relevance for
behavior”. Henry John McCloskey identifies such
political values: justice, equality, freedom, self-de-
velopment, fraternity, privacy’. Gabriel Almond
and Bingham Powell attribute welfare, its quantity,
quality, and equity; personal and national security;
and freedom from interference in a life of reason-
able privacy as political values®.

The subject of research is the change of political
values in the course of the historical evolution of
the countries of Central and Eastern Europe in the
late 1980s - early 1990s. The subject of research
is synthetic in nature, as it lies at the intersection
of historical, social and political sciences. This ap-
proach allows to consider the subject from new an-
gles with the help of complementary methods.

The work uses general scientific methods (sys-
temic approach, historical and logical methods,
generalization and concretization), as well as
methods of historical (historical-genetic, compar-
ative-historical method), political (theory of politi-
cal culture) and social sciences (descriptive proce-
dures, traditional document analysis).

In preparing the work, the data of world socio-
logical research World Values Survey for 1990-1995
were used®. Survey materials were obtained from
the official websites of this project, therefore the
data about the countries of Central and Eastern
Europe is presented and analyzed to a greater ex-
tent than in published public printed publications.
We also used data from other sociological studies
(Poles, Barometer of Transformations in Eastern Eu-
rope, Sociostyles in Central and Eastern Europe, and
others).

Ukrainian, Polish, American, Slovak, Bulgarian,

2 Ethridge M. E., Handelman H. Politics in a Changing World:
A Comparative Introduction to Political Science. - Boston:
Wadsworth, 2010. - P. 66.

3Miller W. L., White S., Heywood P. Values and Political Change
in Postcommunist Europe. — Ipswich: Macmillan Press, 1998.
-P. 1.

“ McCloskey H. J. Human Needs, Rights and Political Values //
American Philosophical Quarterly. - 1976. - Vol. 13, No. 1. - P. 1.
> Almond G. A., Powell G. B. Evaluating Political Goods And
Productivity // International Political Science Review. - 1982.
- Vol. 3, No. 2. - P. 173.

6 World Values Survey 1990 / World Values Survey
Association. - URL: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
WVSDocumentationWV2.jsp; World Values Survey 1995
/ World Values Survey Association. - URL: https://www.
worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSDocumentationWV3.jsp
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Moscow, Czech, Slovenian, Hungarian, Serbian, Al-
banian authors cover the problem in a comprehen-
sive way. In Ukraine political values and their trans-
formations are studied by 0. Diomina, T. Lavruk, L.
Liasota, F. Semenchenko, Y. Shcherbakova’.

Various aspects of the political component of
the worldview of the population of the states of
Central and South-Eastern Europe are reflected in
detail in the studies of V. Adamsky, J. Bunchak, K.
Vodichka, P. Vodopivets, Y. Kish, and many others?.

In the first years, even months before and after
the fall of the communist regimes, the political val-
ues of the majority of the population of Central and
Eastern Europe underwent drastic changes. It is
necessary to single out a complex of reasons for this
event. Economic crisis of the 1980s in the countries
of Central and Eastern Europe leads to the loss of
the ideological legitimacy of the existing regimes.
The introduction of political pluralism leads to the
formation of legal organizations with the alterna-
tive to the official communist values. The weakness
of Soviet Union and therefore its refusal from the
Brezhnev doctrine leads to an increase in the cul-
tural influence from the Western democracies.

Citizens of the states of the region, who were
brought up by official communist ideology for more
than 40 years, lost their value orientations at the
moment when the leadership of the communist
parties themselves announced the need for fun-

7 [bomina 0. C. MoniTuuHi WiHHOCTI Ta ix cyTHicTb // HaykoBuii
yaconuc HMY imeni M. M. OparomaHosa. Cepis 22: MonituuHi
HayKM Ta METOAWKA BUKNAAAHHA COLianbHO-NONITUYHNX AUCLM-
nniH. - 2014. - Cney. Bun. - C. 105-110; JlaBpyk T. M. Monitny-
Hi UiHHOCTI AK cTpateremMu (yYHKLIOHYBaHHA MOMITUYHUX
npioputetis // MaHopama nonitonoriyHux cTygpiit: Haykosuit
BiCHUK PiBHEHCbKOrO AepXaBHOTO rymaHiTapHoro yHiBepcu-
TeTy. - 2013. - Bun. 11. - C. 29-37; Jlacota J1. 1. TeopeTuuHi
OCHOBMW BMBYEHHs i colianbHi MexaHi3Mu dopmyBaHHsA cuUCTe-
MU MONITUYHUX LiHHOCTel // MpaBoBa gepxasa. - 2001. - Ne
3.-C. 188-192; 44. Cemenyenko ®. . MoniTmyHi UiHHOCTI B
CUCTEMi MOMITUYHUX BIBHOCWH: OpMyBaHHs, 3MicT i hyHKUiT
noniTMYHUX UiHHocTel // BicHuk KuiBcbkoro HauioHanbHO-
ro yHiBepcutety imeHi Tapaca LleBueHka. Cepis: ®inocodis.
Monitonoris. - 2010. - Bun. 98. - C. 53-57; Wep6akosa t0. LiiH-
HocTi 06’egHaHoi €Bponu. - Kuis: Akagemis, 2013. - 208 c.

8 Apamckuit B. [IuHamuka cTpyKTypHOro KOHMIMKTA B X0[e CMe-
Hbl cucTembl: Monblwa 8 1980-2000 rr. / B. Agamckuit, B. 3a6o-
posckuit, K. Menunnbcka-Hanany // Coumonoruyeckune uccne-
BoBaHus. - 2002. - N2 6. - C. 50-62; byHuak fl. CounokynbsTypHas
TpaHcdopmaumsa B Cnosakumn 1990-x rr. (HekoTopble utoru) / f.
byHuak // Counonoruyeckue nccnegosanus. - 2004. - Ne 7. - C.
115-119; Bognuka K. Pazgen Yexocnosakuu - gecatb neT cny-
cta / K. Boguuka // Coumonoruyeckue uccnegosanus. - 2003.
- N2 10. - C. 129-134; Boponusel 1. CnoBeHubl mexay lepaepom
u Terenem / M. Bogonusew, // BectHuk EBponbl. - 2002. - N2 5.
- C. 44-46; 24. Kiw €. MoniTnyHi WiHHOCTI rpoMagAHCbKO-
ro cycninbcta YropwuHu // Haykosi 3anucku INIEH] im. I. ©.
Kypaca HAH Ykpainu. - 2014. - Bun. 4-5. - C. 362-376.
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damental changes, resulting in the phenomenon
of anomie. “Anomie, expressing a deep conflict of
values, reflects not only individual, but also the
widest value gaps, which have become an import-
ant sign of the initial stages of transition,” notes
the Serbian scholar Dragomir Pantich. In Serbia, for
example, in 1978, one quarter of the young people
was anomic, but in 1988 this number increased to
three quarters®.

Attempts by the communist parties to carry
out reforms did not bring improvement in the so-
cio-economic sphere, and the number of their sup-
porters was steadily declining. As a result, the pop-
ularity of both the opposition itself and the values
propagated by it grew.

Historical experience also played a positive role,
despite the active communist propaganda to dis-
credit the previous system. Valentin Kudrov notes
that “the older generations remembered well the
pre-war realities of bourgeois democracy and for
the most part did not want to preserve the dictator-
ship of the proletariat with a one-party system and
a non-market economy”*,

The command-administrative economic system,
which is based on a planned economy and state
ownership, was largely replaced in the public mind
by the values of a market economy and private
property. The neoliberal economic model was taken
as the basis for market transformations in Central
and Eastern Europe, but taking into account the
economic characteristics of each country®.

According to the level of support for a market
economy and private property, three groups of
countries can be distinguished. The first (Hungary,
Croatia, Czechia) was distinguished by the stable
approval of the course of liberal reforms by the ma-
jority of the population. In Croatia and the Czechia,
there were relatively low numbers of supporters of
worker or state ownership of enterprises. By the mid
1990s. the level of support for market reforms in the
Czechia was 50%, Hungary - 61%, Croatia - 72%?2.

°ManTny [. KoHbnnkTbl LeHHOCTeN B cTpaHax TpaH3uumu / . Naw-
Tmy // Coumonornyeckue uccnegosanus. - 1997. - N2 6. - C. 25, 35.
1 Kynpos B. M. LleHTpanbHas u BoctouHas EBpona: gecatb net
nepemeH / B. M. Kyapos // 06wecTBeHHble HAyKMU U COBPEMEH-
HOCTb. - 2001. - N2 1. - C. 54.

1 TpaHcdopMaums M MoAepHu3auus Yewwckoro obuwecrsa / M.
MaxoHuH, M. Kyxapx, K. Mionnep [u gp.] // Counonoruyeckue
ncenepoBanus. - 2002. - Ne 7. - C. 32.

2 lemupos A. M. CoumokynbtypHble ctunu B LleHTpanbHoit 1 Boc-
TouHol Eepone / A. M. lemupos // Counonoruyeckue uccnegosa-
HUs. - 1998. - N2 4. - C. 26; World Values Survey 1990 / World Values
Survey Association. - URL: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
WVSDocumentationWV2.jsp; World Values Survey 1995 / World
Values Survey Association. - URL: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.
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The second group consisted of Bulgaria, Roma-
nia, Slovakia and Slovenia. On average, about half
of the inhabitants of these countries also supported
private property. In 1995-1996 53% of Romanians,
49% of Slovaks, 45% of Bulgarians were in favor of
privatization, economic competition and market
development?®. At the same time in Romania and
Slovakia a significant proportion of the population
- up to 30% - were supporters of state property®.

In addition to the low level of support for pri-
vate property (41-44% in the early 1990s)®, the
majority of Slovak society rejected privatization.
This was due to the negative experience of this pro-
cess: the post-communist government of Vladimir
Meciar carried out privatization at a part of the real
price, as a result of which enterprises became the
property of those who were personally or politically
close to power?,

The population of Bulgaria was also not fully
prepared for the changes that the leadership of the
Communist Party itself began. Several generations
were socialized under the former regime, adopting a
hostile attitude towards private initiative and com-
petition. Studies conducted at the beginning of the
transition period pointed to the expectations of the
Bulgarians for greater social justice, better state-
paid education and health care, elimination of the
shortcomings of the previous system, but not to re-
place it with another type of system"’. At the same
time about 70% of Bulgarians approved the imple-
mentation of the first wave of economic reforms in
February 1991, including price liberalization and
devaluation of the national currency®®. But instead

org/WVSDocumentationWV3.jsp

13 Nemngos A. M. CoumokynbTypHble ctunu B LieHTpanbHoi u
BocTouHoit EBpone / A. M. lemugos // Counonoruyeckue uc-
cnepoBaHusa. - 1998. - Ne 4. - C. 26.

% World Values Survey 1990 / World Values Survey
Association. - URL: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
WVSDocumentationWV2.jsp

> World Values Survey 1990 / World Values Survey
Association. - URL: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
WVSDocumentationWV2.jsp

6 Boguuka K. Pasgen Yexocnosakuu - pecatb et cnycts / K.
Bopuuka // Coumonornyeckue uccnegosaus. - 2003. - Ne 10.
- C. 130, 132.

7 Ceetnopycosa JI. M. [Peuensus] / JI. M. Ceetnopycosa. - Peu.
Ha kH.: bonrapus B nneHy aHomun / XK. Bnagumupos, T. Togo-
pos, U. Kauapcku, M. bagskos // CounanbHble U rymaHUTapHble
Hayku: OTeyecTBeHHas W 3apybexHas nutepatypa. - Cepus 11:
Coumonorus. - 2000. - Ne 4. - C. 87.

8 Banesa E. Jl. TpaHcchopmauuoHHble npouecckl B bonrapuu
1944-1990 rr.: Nepexof K coLuanu3my no COBETCKOMY 06pasLy
¥ MOBOPOT K eBponeiickoii mogenu passutus / E. JI. Banesa //
Bnactb - 06wecTBo - pecopmbl: LleHTpanbHas u KOro-BoctouHas
EBpona: 2-as non. XX B./ VH-T cnaBsaHoBepeHus PAH; oTB. pes.
3. [. 3apopoxHiok. - MockBa: Hayka, 2006. - C. 132.



of developing a market economy in the country, it
could be observed a trend towards an increase in
the role of family farming. Its share in ensuring the
welfare of the population increased from 14% in
1989 to 28% in 1995. This is due to the increased
mutual assistance of people - a specifically Bulgari-
an means of additional income and security, carried
out through the channels of family relationships®.

The population of the third group of countries
(at that time part of Yugoslavia, Serbia and Mon-
tenegro) was more polarized on the issue of atti-
tudes towards market transformations. In Serbia
and Montenegro in 1996, the indicator of support
for private property was 38.5% and 42.1%, respec-
tively, for state property, 31.2% and 31.7%%.

A special case is the dynamics of changes in the
interpretation of the value of welfare in Poland, a
country where the independent trade union move-
ment played a particularly important role. Here very
strong positions were occupied by supporters of the
workers’ management of enterprises, their number
in 1990 reached 45.1%. Private property was then
supported only by 22-40% of the population?.
Through litigation, some privatization transactions
results were even revised?’. Nevertheless, by the
middle of the decade, when idea of workers” man-
agement was not already actual, this figure reached
53%?%.

Similar opinion was wide-spread in Slovenia. A
significant part of the population was in favor of
maintaining the system of “social partnership”
established by the previous regime, in which en-
terprises are managed by councils of workers and
managers. So the privatization of large enterprises
there proceeded very slowly, starting only in June
1993, due to strong opposition from workers, trade
unions and part of the government coalition 24,

% Ceetnopycosa JI. M. [PeueHsus] / JI. M. Csetnopycosa. - Pey.
Ha KkH.: bonrapus B nneHy aHomuun / XK. Bnagumupos, T. Togo-
pos, N. Kauapcku, M. bagskos // CounanbHble U r'yMaHUTapHble
Hayku: OTeyecTBeHHas W 3apybexHas nutepatypa. - Cepus 11:
Coumonorus. - 2000. - N2 4. - C. 90.

2 World Values Survey 1995 / World Values Survey
Association. - URL: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
WVSDocumentationWV3.jsp

2 World Values Survey 1990 / World Values Survey
Association. - URL: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
WVSDocumentationWV2.jsp

22 boromonos 0. T. MepBble YpOKN 3KOHOMUYECKOW TpaHcthop-
mauuu B ctpaHax LleHTpanbHoit n BoctouHoit EBponel 90-x rr. /
0.T. boromonos, C. M. MuHkuHa // HoBas u HoBeliwas uctopus.
-1997.-N23.-C.8.

2 Nlemupos A. M. CounokynbtypHble ctunu B LleHTpanbHoit u
BocTouHoii Espone / A. M. lemupos // Counonoruyeckue uc-
cnepgoBaHus. - 1998. - Ne 4. - C. 26.

% Nextepesa E. A. 3koHomuuyeckune pecdopmsl B Cnoseruu// Co-

Zaporizhzhia Historical Review. 2022. Vol. 6(58)

It should be noted that competition as one of
the main components of the market economy was
supported by the majority of the population in all
countries of the region - over 60-70%, reaching a
maximum in the Czechia - about 88%%.

Despite fluctuations, the value of private prop-
erty in the minds of the population of Central and
Eastern Europe as a whole remained significantly
lower than in Western?. Etatism and paternalism
retained strong positions: 57% of the inhabitants
of the region believed that not the individual, but
the state should take care of the material security
of citizens?’. The state was considered responsible
for the welfare of the population by the majority
of citizens of Croatia, Slovakia, Slovenia. Residents
of Montenegro, Serbia and Czechia thought that
society (not the individual) is responsible for the
welfare®, In general, sociological research of 1995-
1996 showed differences in the level of paternalis-
tic sentiments in different countries. If in Hungary,
Poland and Romania only 9-14% of the population
were ready to rely on the state, then in the Czechia
and Slovakia this figure was 25-26%, and in Bulgar-
iaitreached 35%. The share of those who could rely
on companies - domestic or foreign - was extremely
low - from 5% in Hungary to 11% in Slovakia®.

As a result, the idea of state regulation of the
economy retained its significance. Entrepreneurs of
the Czechia and Slovakia themselves refused to go
into a real market economy, trying to remain un-
der the protection of the state®®. In 1990, 66.2% of
Poles believed that the state should control pric-

LManbHble U ryMaHUTapHble Hayku: OTeyecTBEHHas U 3apybex-
Has nutepatypa. - Cepua 2: IkoHoMuUKa. - 1995. - N2 4. - C. 44.
% World Values Survey 1990 / World Values Survey
Association. - URL: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
WVSDocumentationWV2.jsp; World Values Survey 1995
/ World Values Survey Association. - URL: https://www.
worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSDocumentationWV3.jsp

% Mapkosuy [l. IKoHOMUYeCKas 3n1MTa B TPAHCHOPMUPYIOLLMX-
ca coumanbHelx cuctemax / [I. Mapkosuy // BectHuk Poccuii-
CKOro yH-Ta Apyx6bl HapogoB. - Cepus: Counonorus. - 2005.
-Ne1.-C. 7.

27 Mantny [. KoHdankTbl ueHHocTel B cTpaHax TpaH3uuum / .
Mantuy // Coumonornyeckune uccneposanus. - 1997. - Ne 6. - C.
24-36.

%  World Values Survey 1990 / World Values Survey
Association. - URL: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
WVSDocumentationWV2.jsp; World Values Survey 1995
/ World Values Survey Association. - URL: https://www.
worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSDocumentationWV3.jsp

2 Nlemugos A. M. CounokynbTypHble ctunu B LleHTpanbHoit u
BoctouHoit EBpone / A. M. lemupos // Counonoruyeckue uc-
cnenoBaHus. - 1998. - Ne 4. - C. 25.
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AepHN3aLMun: TeOPETUYECKNE YPOKU IMNUPUYECKUX UCCNEL0Ba-
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-Ne 8. - C.59.

421



Zaporizhzhia Historical Review. 2022. Vol. 6(58)

es®’. There were different attitudes towards state
control and requlation. 69% of the inhabitants of
the Czechia, 63% of Slovakia, 46% of Hungary were
against the rules and restrictions, but only 36% cit-
izens of Romania, 33% of Poland, 30% of Bulgaria®2.

The ambiguity of public opinion was reflected in
the actions of the authorities. For a long time, gov-
ernments of states could not decide on the strate-
gy of their behavior - to introduce a market model
under their full control or to agree to an unregu-
lated transition. In Poland, in 1989, the authorities
placed the banking sector under their strict control,
but since 1992 it has significantly decentralized
it®.

Various social groups also had a differentiat-
ed attitude to certain components of the value of
well-being. Thus, 85% of local leaders in Poland
were in favor of an economic system based on pri-
vate property, much more than average indicators
in country, as evidenced by the results of polls in
1991 and 1994 within the framework of the inter-
national project “Democracy and local self-govern-
ment”4. Among other important factors influenc-
ing anindividual’s support for market reforms in Po-
land in the early 1990s scientists point out higher
education and a high level of per capita income®.
A trend appeared when the market economy and
economic liberalism were supported mainly by the
intelligentsia and private entrepreneurs, although
back in 1987 the attitude towards them was in no
way connected with the social status®.

The working class in Poland, which acted as the
main engine of social transformations in the 1980s.
transformed his value beliefs regarding economic
development. About half of its representatives ad-
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Hbl cucTembl: Monblwa 8 1980-2000 rr. / B. Agamckuii, B. 3a6o-
posckuit, K. Menunnbcka-Hanany // Coumonornyeckune uccne-
JoBaHus. - 2002. - N2 6. - C. 57.

32 Nlemnpos A. M. CounokynbtypHble ctunu B LeHTpanbHoit u
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cnenoBaHusa. - 1998. - Ne 4. - C. 26.
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-Ne8.-C.61.
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vocated a “benevolent market economy” - a liberal
system that would not worsen the personal situa-
tion of the people. There were significantly fewer
supporters of extremes - about 20% were support-
ers of egalitarian and etatist values, only 5% were
purely liberal®’. Polish workers were not against the
very principles of a market economy, but against
their specific consequences, focusing on the need
for compensatory redistribution®. Thus, the major-
ity of Polish workers in the 1990s. belonged to the
moderate reformers.

The peasantry was especially vehemently op-
posed to limiting government support. In the
Czechia, for example, sociological studies have
demonstrated broad public support for state aid
to agriculture (66.8% in 1995)%°. Polish peasantry
throughout the entire period of the 1990s. protest-
ed against many reforms, in particular against price
liberalization and higher lending rates. The Samoo-
brona party became the spokesman for the inter-
ests of the most radical peasants. Since 1992, it has
focused on the problems of material compensation
and ensuring the material equality of those who
work hard on the land“.

Integrationinto the European Union was consid-
ered an important means of ensuring the well-being
of society by a significant part of the population,
and especially by the elites. Societies in Central
and Eastern Europe, depending on their attitude
towards the EU, could be divided into three groups.
Euro-optimists believed that joining this organi-
zation would bring dynamic development, improve
living conditions and equalize the level of econom-
ic development with the countries of Western Eu-
rope. The neo-liberals feared a return of socialism
to the region through Brussels. Euro-pessimists ve-
hemently opposed joining the EU for fear of losing
national sovereignty. They considered the conver-
gence of different economic and social regions of
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11: Counonorus. - 2002. - N2 2. - C. 55.
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the West and the East difficult, as a result of which
the gaps between the two regions should have been
growing rather than decreasing®'.

The ratio of Euro-optimists and Euro-pessimists
was not the same in different countries. For exam-
ple, Slovenian researcher Mitya Velikonya notes that
in Slovenia joining the EU was taken for granted, as
a return to the state in which it had always been.
In Serbia, unlike Slovenia, there was no consensus
on the stability of the European path*. In inde-
pendent Slovakia, until the end of 1998, there was
no targeted policy for joining the EU, although the
authorities officially declared their commitment to
integration®.

The problem of security and national sovereign-
ty in their value dimension was also closely con-
nected with European integration. On this issue,
the positions of Euro-optimists and Euro-skeptics
differ. While the former view the EU and NATO as
guarantors of security in the region, the latter con-
sider joining these organizations a loss of national
sovereignty. Research in the early 1990s showed
that most of the population of Hungary, Poland,
Slovakia, Slovenia and Czechia supported the mood
of Euro-optimists and considered joining the Euro-
pean Union as a defense of national identity, not
its loss*.

Unlike Euro-optimists, Euro-skeptics pointed
out that sovereignty is one and indivisible, there-
fore, the transfer of part of it to the supranational
bodies of the EU and NATO ultimately means a rejec-
tion of the idea of an independent state. Such ideas
were spread, first of all, in the new states formed
after the collapse of Yugoslavia and Czechoslova-
kia. Thus, in 1993, the majority of Slovenes believed
that the independence of their country was much
more significant for them than the possible advan-
tages of joining Europe®.

“1 boiuosa B. B. EBponeiickuit coto3: paclimpeHue Ha BOCTOK
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The majority of the population of the states of
Central and Eastern Europe took a balanced posi-
tion regarding European integration. According to
a study by the Sociological Institute of the Acade-
my of Sciences of the Czech Republic, conducted in
2003, 80% of Czechs preferred the EU model based
on the free cooperation of member countries, and
only 20% preferred the creation of a single state®.

Peculiarities of understanding the value of secu-
rity in the societies of various countries of Central
and Eastern Europe were different. Already in the
early 1990s, the societies and authorities of Po-
land, Czechia and Hungary unequivocally expressed
their support for joining the EU and NATO, while the
Balkan countries as well as Slovakia did not have a
clearly developed position until the mid-late 1990s.

For example, in the concept of Poland’s foreign
policy, adopted in April 1990, it was planned to en-
sure security through the creation of regional asso-
ciations, cooperation with the USSR and Germany
as the most powerful neighbors, and the formation
of a continental security system together with oth-
er European states. After the collapse of the Warsaw
Pact, the position of the Polish leadership leaned
more and more towards Euro-Atlantic integration.
In the official documents of November 1992, the
OSCE, NATO and the WEU were named as the struc-
tures that should become guarantors of the state’s
security. Presidents Lech Walesa and Aleksander
Kwasniewski were active promoters of the policy
of ensuring the security of Poland by joining NATO.
Poland categorically opposed the “cross-security”
projects, which would transfer security manage-
ment in the region into the hands both NATO and
Russia. The same was its response to the offer of
limited membership in NATO, without the possible
deployment of Alliance bases on its territory and
with limits in certain types of weapons*.

During the discussion of Poland’s accession to
the EU, the Polish elite was divided into moderate
and radical European integrators. Both the right-
wing parties League of Polish Families, Law and Jus-
tice, and the left - the Polish Peasants’ Party and the
Union of Labor categorically supported the idea of
“Europe of the Fatherlands”, which implies the pres-
ervation of national sovereignty and equal rights of
all EU member states. They were partly supported

“KopoeuublHa H. B. Yewckas aeHTUYHOCTb: 06 0COGEHHOCTAX
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HATO / C. M. Kynuk, 0. B. Knimuyk // HaykoBuii BicHuk BonuH-
CbKOTO AepX. VH-Ty im. Jleci YkpaiHku. - 2008. - N 6. - Cepis:
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by the Union of Democratic Left Forces and Pres-
ident Aleksander Kwasniewski. Opposite positions
were taken by active supporters of European inte-
gration Bronislaw Geremek, Alexander Smolyar, An-
drzej Olekhovsky*.

The Czech government, which initially sup-
ported the joint activities of the Central European
states to join the EU under the Visegrad Agreement,
with the arrival of Vaclav Klaus as Prime Minister,
actually froze such cooperation, seeking to nego-
tiate with Europe on its own terms. This was also
facilitated by the relatively better economic perfor-
mance of the Czechia in the region“.

Romanian authorities initially tried to ensure
the security of Romania with the help of regional al-
liances. President Ion Iliescu considered the neigh-
boring Balkan countries (Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, possi-
bly Greece and Turkey), as the main allies. He main-
tained ties with Yugoslavia even during the period
of international isolation of the government of Slo-
bodan Milosevic. Romania tried to join the Visegrad
Group as well, but without success. However, in his
book “Romania in Europe and the World” published
in 1994, Iliescu declared the primacy of integration
into European and Euro-Atlantic structures®.

Ensuring security as a value in Bulgarian so-
ciety was also seen not on its own, but with the
help of military-political alliances, however, the
desired configuration of collective security looked
vague. The idea of integration into NATO did not
find unequivocal support among the elite and the
general public. Only since 1993-1994 Bulgaria’s
center-right forces began to talk more specifical-
ly about NATO membership, while the center-left
politics remained staunch opponents of this move
until the end of the 1990s. And only in the early
2000s, when a national consensus was reached in
the country on joining NATO, this strategy began to
be pursued consistently®?.
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The leadership of Slovakia, which gained inde-
pendence in 1993, led by Prime Minister Vladimir
Meciar, pursued a policy of neutrality and equal
cooperation with the European Union and Russia.
Minister of Foreign Affairs Juraj Schenk in 1995
stated that “an important role in the system of Eu-
ropean security should be played, apart from NATO,
by the institutions that can be formed by the CIS”".
The government considered its main task to be the
strengthening of national independence, and not
joining any interstate unions®.

Thus, in the public mind, both national sover-
eignty and integration into regional and interna-
tional structures played an important role in reali-
zation the value of security.

Economic security was inextricably linked with
political security. This problem has been especially
acute for the post-socialist states, which during the
years of the communist regime formed a significant
external debt, in the context of privatization and
liberalization of foreign trade. In Hungary and Po-
land, a discussion has unfolded about the need to
limit foreign presence in the economy by tighten-
ing the rules of the import regime and attracting
foreign capital®.

The Hungarian conservative governments head-
ed by Jozsef Antall and Peter Boross (1990-1994),
limited the circle of participants in privatization in
Hungary to citizens of the state precisely in order
to ensure economic security. The coalition cabinet
of socialists and free democrats that followed him,
headed by Gyula Horn (1994-1998), liberalized the
privatization process, allowing foreign companies
to participate in it*,

A similar to the Hungarian policy was pursued by
the government of Vladimir Meciar in Slovakia, where
the access of foreign companies to privatization was
limited, and only Slovak citizens took part in it. Thus,
according to the Prime Minister, a “capital-forming
stratum” of the population was formed®.
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At the turn of the 1980s - 1990s. in the coun-
tries of Central and Eastern Europe, the interpreta-
tion of such a political value as order is completely
changing. Now it is provided not by the Communist
party and Soviet system, but by a democratic con-
stitutional state with separation of power. The val-
ue of hierarchical interaction decreases. In the mid
1990s. only 9-10% of the population of Central and
Eastern Europe believed that the strongest could
impose their opinion on others®®.

However, the interpretation of the behavior of
political leaders to ensure order was not unambig-
uous. The loss of value orientations by the popula-
tion as a result of the rapid change of regime, the
atomization of society created a demand for charis-
matic leaders who were extremely reluctant to com-
promise®. If the population of the states of Central
Europe, despite the emergence of such strong po-
litical personalities as Vaclav Klaus in the Czechia,
Jozsef Antallin Hungary, Lech Walesa in Poland, was
more inclined towards a compromise solution of
political disputes, then in the Balkans intolerance
towards political opponents often dominated. This
difference is evidenced by the peaceful nature of
the dismantling of the communist regime in Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Hungary, as well as their further
calm development, on the one hand, and the fre-
quent upheavals that occurred during the change
of power in Romania, Yugoslavia, Albania, Bulgaria
at the turn of the 1980s and 1990s as well as in later
periods.

In Poland, for example, the first non-communist
Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki advocated that
all Poles - members of the PZPR, non-party and for-
mer oppositionists could participate in the creation
of a democratic order and a market economy?®®. In-
deed, local communist leaders did not perceive the
democratic changes as a defeat and a threat to
their personal interests, as evidenced by the results
of the 1989-1990 polls®®. The pluralism of elites
here was facilitated by intra-group pluralism, which
forces different points of view to be coordinated.
This obviously deradicalizes political competition
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and leads to the search for compromises, and as a
result stabilizes the system®.

South-Eastern Europe, according to Kamen
Denchev, is characterized by a “Balkan political cul-
ture”, which has never been distinguished by toler-
ance and readiness for a civilized dialogue®. Polit-
ical groups that do not perceive democratic values
and consider them a sign of weakness of power exist
here and enjoy significant support from the popu-
lation. As Dragomir Pantic notes, the Balkans were
characterized by increased authoritarianism®,

As Kosta Baryaba notes, the Albanian elite was
characterized by a despotic and authoritarian men-
tality that always needs a “father personality”.
As soon as such a person ceased to correspond to
the interests of the ruling elite, he was easily be-
trayed and a new replacement was sought. A soci-
olinguistic analysis of the political communication
of the Albanian leaders indicated the absence of
a constructive dialogue between political forces
- there was only a monologue. And verbal insults
and threats were later realized in the form of po-
litical violence®®. The leadership of the country in
1992-1997 led by President Sali Berisha pursued an
intolerant policy towards the opposition, initiating
a number of lawsuits against its leaders. Electoral
fraud and political violence during the parliamen-
tary elections of 1996 allowed the British political
scientist James Pettifer to say that “Albania is slip-
ping into a one-party system”®,

In Bulgaria values of order and participation
in society were very contradictory. Nearly 63% of
Bulgarians expressed their readiness to partici-
pate in demonstrations against the government
if their living conditions worsened, although only
11% believed they could influence politics through
protests. At the same time, 90% of the country’s
inhabitants agreed to comply with the laws, even
if they were not perfect, in which the Bulgarian au-
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thors saw the desire for social order, observance of
laws and strong power®.

Such extreme views influenced the political sys-
tem of Bulgaria. The opposition here was actually
deprived of real participation in the development of
bills. In turn opposition made different destabiliz-
ing actions, when deputies left the meeting room or
did unsuccessful attempts to declare no confidence
to the government several times in a row®®.

Romania, where the communist regime was vi-
olently overthrown in December 1989, has been
marked by high levels of political violence since
then. During 1990, the new government twice used
miners to suppress anti-government rallies, as a re-
sult of which the headquarters of a number of op-
position parties and independent publications were
destroyed®.

In Slovakia in 1991 there was much higher sup-
port for the strong personality of a political leader
than in the Czechia. New democratic institutions
did not enjoy significant confidence®®. The Prime
Minister of the country Vladimir Mechiar (1990-
1998) pursued a policy of personification of power,
consistently eliminating, often by criminal means,
political competitors, tried to concentrate in his
hands the entire process of political decision-mak-
ing®.

Government of Slobodan Milosevic in Serbia in
the 1990s created an undemocratic regime with
limited rights for the opposition. Democratic norms
were not institutionalized, but only formally pro-
claimed. The suppression of student protests on
March 9, 1991 with the use of military force, the ar-
rest and beating of Vuk Draskovic on July 1, 1993
were distinguished by cruelty.
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HOBNeHHs (Ha npuknapi boarapii i Ykpainu) / M. I. Minosa //
HaykoBi npaui [lepxaBHoro rymaHitapHoro yH-Ty im. 1. Moru-
nu. - Cepin: MonitnuHi Hayku. - 2005. - T. 44. - C. 106-108.

7 NloxeHko H. . Monutuyeckne cunbl B NocTcoumanucTye-
ckux obwectsax: PymbiHus / H. U. NosxkeHko // 0OwecTBeHHble
HayKu 1 coBpemMeHHOCTb. - 1992. - Ne 3. - C. 120.

58 Boguuka K. Paspen Yexocnosakuu - gecatb net cnycrs / K.
Boguuka // Coumonoruyeckue uccnegosanus. - 2003. - Ne 10.
- C. 130.

% Tapacos W. H. InekTopanbHoe u3mepeHue o6pasos NoauTH-
yeckux nupepos (Ha npumepe ctpaH LieHTpanbHo-BocTouHoii
Esponbl) // W3Bectus CapartoBckoro yHusepcuteta. - Cepus:

couunonorus, nonutonorua.- 2007. - T. 7. - Bein. 2. - C. 93-94.
70 CrosHoBuY [1. MopouHblit kpyr cepbckoit onnosuumum / L. Cro-
AHoBNY // Cepbus o cebe: c6opHmuk / cocT. M. MosaHosmy. -
Mocksa: Espona, 2005. - C. 119.
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The political value of development and the na-
ture of political changes have also received unequal
interpretations in the societies and elites of differ-
ent states of Central and Eastern Europe. Initially,
the population was enthusiastic about the changes
that had begun. At the turn of the 1980-1990s only
10-20% of the population opposed the reforms.
Changes were most positively perceived in Poland,
where half of the citizens welcomed the opportu-
nities offered by the changes. And 19.8% of the
inhabitants of Bulgaria, 20.9% of Poland, 37.1% of
Slovakia, 44.7% of Czechia even spoke in support of
revolutionary changes™.

However, in practice, due to economic and so-
cial reasons the vast majority of countries carried
out the transformation gradually, under the strict
control of the authorities. Thus, in Czechoslovakia,
prices were liberalized in stages with a saturated
commodity market’2.

In Hungary, changes in the existing order during
the 1990s. were also produced not spontaneously,
by methods of shock therapy, but on the basis of
step-by-step actions. Such dynamics of gradual re-
forms was laid down during the reign of Janos Kadar
and was developed in post-socialist conditions’.
The well-known Hungarian economist Janos Kornai
opposed such a policy, he considered the rejection
of radical economic transformations as the creation
of social debt for future generations’. At the same
time, along with radical reforms, Janos Kornai rec-
ognized the need for a long-term program of insti-
tutional reforms’.

In Poland, a combination of the two methods
could be observed. On the one hand, after the Sol-
idarity government came to power, a program of
“shock therapy” was proclaimed, which was sup-
posed to transform the country’s economy at a very
rapid pace. Its author, Minister of Finance Leszek

* World Values Survey 1990 / World Values Survey
Association. - URL: https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
WVSDocumentationWV2.jsp

2 boromonos 0. T. MNepBble YPoKK 3KOHOMUYECKOW TpaHchOop-
Mauum B cTpaHax LleHtpanbHoit n BoctouHoit EBponbl 90-x rr. /
0. T. boromonos, C. M. MuHkuHa // HoBas 1 HoBelwas uctopus.
-1997.- N2 3. - C. 10.

® Mapkos [l. MonuTuyeckue cuibl B NOCTCOLUANUCTUYECKUX
obwecrsax: BeHrpus / [l. Mapkos // O6wecTBeHHblE HAayKK U
COBpeMeHHOCTb. - 1993. - N2 1. - C. 142.

¢ bpycunoscbka 0. I. Wnaxu ekoHoMiyHoT TpaHcdopmauii Yexii
Ta YropwmHu HanpukiHyi XX - Ha noyatky XXI c1. / 0. I. Bpycu-
noecbka // BicHuk OpecbKoro HauioHanbHOro yHiBepcuTeTy. -
Cepis: Couionoris, nonitonoris. - 2006. - T. 11. - Bun. 10. - C.
330.

> benses 3. B. TpaHcdopmaumsa: y Kaxpon cTpaHbl YHUKaNb-
Hblid nyTb / 3. B. benses // Coumonornyeckue uccnenoBaHus.
- 2002. - N2 10. - C. 46.



Balcerowicz, believed that reforms should be car-
ried out quickly, especially at the very beginning’®.
On the other hand, the gradual economic and polit-
ical reforms carried out in the country throughout
the 1980s significantly reduced the radical change.
For example, price liberalization in 1989-1990 ac-
tually affected only 20% of their total volume. The
restructuring of the ownership structure, as the re-
form program proclaimed, also had to take place in
an evolutionary way”’.

The question of the speed of transformations
has caused heated debates in the Slovenian po-
litical community. The centre-right government
pushed for radical privatization with the help of
foreign capital and Slovenian emigrants. A group
of left-wing economists (J. Menzinger, I. Ribnikar)
advocated a gradual process of privatization’®.

The interpretation of the value of equality has also
changed significantly. The economic equality of the
Soviet era (in income, consumption) is being replaced
by equality of rights and opportunities. Thus, the
general Czech public emphasized equality in dignity,
rights, responsibility, duties as a priority for the devel-
opment of their country’. The population’s adherence
to the meritocratic principles ofincome differentiation
in accordance with qualifications grew - from 62% in
1981 to 78-89% at the turn of the 1980s - 90s. among
Poles and from 69% to 87% among Hungarians. Sim-
ilar sentiments were observed in all countries of the
region. More than half of the inhabitants of Romania,
about 60% of Bulgaria, 62% of Slovakia, over 70% of
Poland, 85% of Czechia were in favor of increasing in-
come differentiation as an economic incentive during
this period®. According to opinion polls in Slovakia, at
the initial stage of market reforms, the prevailing be-
lief was that it was necessary to increase differences
in wages, strengthen economic differentiation, so that
the most skilled and diligent would get their reward®.

7 banbueposuy J1. "[ns skoHoMUYeckux pecopm Bcerga o4eHb
BaXkeH nonutnyeckuit cmoicn” / J1. banbueposuy // 3epkano He-
nenun. - 1997. - N 14. - C. 1.

77 byxapuH H. W. Monbwa: gecsats net no nytv pecdopm / H. N.
ByxapuH, U. C. CunuuuHa, H. A. Yypakosa // HoBas v HoBeiiwwas
ucropus. - 2000. - N2 4. - C. 41, 44-45.

78 [ycbkosa E. 1. Monutuyeckne cunbl B NoCTCOUMANNCTUYECKUX
obuwecrsax: Krocnaeus / E. 1. l'ycbkosa // 06uiecTBeHHbIE Ha-
VKM 1 COBpPEMEHHOCTb. - 1992. - N2 4. - C. 153..

7 KoposuubiHa H. B. Yewckas couunonorus o peanbHoM cocTo-
fHUK obLecTBa M BHOBb 0 ero "dyenoseyeckom nuue" / H. B.
KoposuubiHa // Counonoruyeckue uccneposanus. - 2003. - Ne
5.-C. 25.

8 Apamckuit B. [InHamuka CTPYKTYpHOro KOHGAWKTa B xofde
cMeHbl cuctemsl: Monbwa B 1980-2000 rr. / B. Amamckuii, B.
3aboposckuii, K. MenunHbcka-Hanany // Counonoruyeckue uc-
cnepoBaHus. - 2002. - Ne 6. - C. 57.

8 ByHuak f. CoumokynbrypHas TpaHcdhopmauus B Cnoakuu

Zaporizhzhia Historical Review. 2022. Vol. 6(58)

Most of the population of the region (52%)
spoke in favour of income redistribution, but the
level of this idea support varied very much from
country to country. With the judgment “All peo-
ple should enjoy earthly goods, therefore the rich
should share with the poor”, the least agreed in
Romania (30%) and Hungary (37%), most of all in
Bulgaria (63%). The idea of sharing with the poor
was supported mainly by the elderly, less educated,
with low incomes 2.

Egalitarian values prevailed among the Poles.
Despite the decrease in their support from 80-90%
(early 1980s) to 55-63% (1988-1990) with a slight
increase by 1995, adherents of economic equality
made up the majority of Polish society®. Bulgarians
were ambiguous in their opinion: 79% of them con-
sidered social inequality unfair, but 84% thought
that this phenomenon was inevitable®4. Social sta-
tus significantly influenced value preferences: eco-
nomic equality was supported mainly by workers
and peasants, it was opposed by private entrepre-
neurs and the intelligentsia®.

On the eve and after the dismantling of the
communist system, the perception of the value of
freedom was radically transformed. Instead of its
ephemeral Marxist understanding as “freedom from
the exploitation of workers” (in practice, even more
developed in communist totalitarian societies),
comes the concept of individual rights and free-
doms. Freedom of self-realization began to play a
much greater role.

The general importance of the value of freedom
in relation to others was also growing, but very
different in countries. Only 16% of Czechs, 27%
of Hungarians, but 38% of Poles, Bulgarians and
even 44% of Romanians agreed with the statement
“stable abundance is better than freedom” (a com-
parison of freedom with the values of stability and

1990-x rr. (HekoTopeble utorn) / Al. ByHyak // Coumonoruyeckue
ncenepoBanus. - 2004. - Ne 7. - C. 115.

8 Nemupgos A. M. CounokynbtypHble ctunu B LieHTpanbHoit u
BoctouHoit EBpone / A. M. lemupos // Counonoruyeckue uc-
cnenoBaHus. - 1998. - Ne 4. - C. 26.

8 Apamckuit B. [JuHamuka CTPYKTYpHOro KOHIMKTAa B XOAe
cMeHbl cuctemsl: Monbwa B 1980-2000 rr. / B. Apgamckuii, B.
3aboposckuit, K. MenunHbcka-Hanany // Counonornyeckue uc-
cnegoBanus. - 2002. - N2 6. - C. 57.

8 (Csemnopycosa J1. M. [Peuen3us] / J1. M. CBetnopycosa. - Peu.
Ha KH.: bonrapus B nneHy aHomun / XK. Bnagumupos, T. Togo-
pos, N. Kauapcku, M. bagskos // CounanbHble U ryMaHUTapHble
Hayku: OTeyecTBeHHas W 3apybexHas nuteparypa. - Cepusa 11:
Coumonorus. - 2000. - Ne 4. - C. 87.

& MpasoToposa T. B. Hosoe u ctapoe B Monble nepsoit nono-
BUHbI 90-x rr. // CounanbHble n rymaHutapHole Hayku: OTeye-
CTBEHHas U 3apybexHas nuteparypa. - Cepus 11: Counonorus.
-1997.- N2 3. -C.79.
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prosperity)®.

Thus, during the cardinal political transfor-
mations of 1989-1991 in most of the countries of
Central and Eastern Europe, power passed into the
hands of the bearers of liberal values, in the most
opposite version to the former Marxist views. At the
same time, supporters of limited reforms and the
construction of so-called “democratic socialism”
were defeated. The loss of economic and ideologi-
cal legitimacy of the communist regimes, their col-
lapse lead to the widespread dissemination of a new
system of values in society, but at the same time
to social anomie, when new individual values con-
tradicts with the old ones. The population of most
Central and Eastern European countries during this
period recognize the value of a market economy
based on private property, competition and dena-
tionalization. Security was interpreted in various
ways: the preservation of national sovereignty, re-
gional and international unions. The Communist
parties and Soviet systems were losing their legit-
imacy, and in their place came the values of de-
mocracy, free elections, a multi-party system. But

8 Jemunpos A. M. CounokynbTypHble ctunu B LieHTpans-
Hoil u BoctouHoii Espone / A. M. lemupos // Counonoruyeckue
nuccnenosaHus. - 1998. - Ne 4. - C. 27.

in a number of countries, especially South-Eastern
Europe, an intolerant attitude towards political op-
ponents remained. The value of rapid, even revolu-
tionary development came to replace maintaining
the stability of the existing system. The under-
standing of the value of equality was changing, the
emphasis was on its social and political, rather than
economic components. Income differentiation
was increasingly perceived as a necessary stimu-
lus for successful economic development. Finally,
the vast majority of the population of the states of
Central and Eastern Europe were moving away from
the Marxist interpretation of the value of freedom,
now understanding it as limiting state intervention
in the personal and public life of the individual.
Thanks to such cardinal changes in public attitudes,
the countries of Central Europe went through the
predominantly peaceful path of political and eco-
nomic transformations of the 1990s. Whereas in
South-Eastern Europe, where a value consensus in
society had not been formed, the transformations
were accompanied by instability and frequent up-
heavals.
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